
Judge Nortoni Refused to Be Led Back Into

the Republican Party After Unsparingly Con- -,

demning and Criticising It as a Member

I of the National Progressive Plat-

form Committee in 1912.

In a masterful speech delivered be-

fore thousands at the State Fair re-

cently, Judge Nortoni eloquently and
earnestly gave hla reasons for sup-

porting President Wilson In the pres-

ent campaign. He spoke In part as
follows:

I am not a Republican, neither am 1

a Democrat. I come as a Progressive.
I am speaking this year for precisely
the same principles and policies I
supported four years ago. A friend of

mine said to me: "You have changed
your politics." I said, "No, I continue
as a Progressive and intend to par-
ticipate with others in the reor-
ganization of the Progressive party in
the future." My case la Blmilar to
that of the Indian who was discovered
wandering In the woods by a friendly
frontiersman. The frontiersman said
to the Indian: "Are you lost?" And
the Indian replied: "No; Indian no
lost; wigwam lost." This is my slt--
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nation precisely, while the home and
some others are lost for the time
being.

Acting upon principle, I separated
from the Republican and participated
In the organization of the Progressive
party because my conscience forbade
that I should longer affiliate with the
rarty used as an instrument of gov
ernment In behalf of large Interests
enjoying special privileges at the ex
pense of the whole people. The move-

ment for a new party not only
to my Judgment, but It aroused

an enthusiasm within me to a degree
which I had never before experienced
T woo fhnlrmnn nf the first state con

and the reactionary
mented Ool. Nelson of the Kansas City
Btar attended the national convention
as a delegate-at-Iarge- . At Chicago I
was made a member of the committee
on platform and with the
excellent men of body formulat-
ing what I regard as the greatest

of principles and policies
given forth by any political assem-
blage of my day. On my return to
Missouri I was unanimously chosen as
the candidate of the new party
Governor, and after a short campaign
of the state we polled 126,000 votes.
Many of us were entirely sincere and
embraced the cause for the better-
ment of conditions generally with
lofty motives and purity of purpose. I
was one of this and believed,
for I was given to so understand, that
we were engaged in building a per-

manent party that should go forward
and upward in the task of reclaiming
the powers of government from the
great interests of the country, and
lodging them again in the hands of all
the people, where they justly reside.

In our contract with the people we
not only declared our purpose not to
further aid the continuance of invisi-
ble eovernment in its maneuverings
through such men as Penrose, Smoot,
Barnes, Crane, Guggenheim ana om-ers- ,

but we solemnly agreed to
ttiHino it. that the Deonle's govern
ment might be administered by and
for them.

vuvine enlisted in this splendid
cause. I, for 6ne, was politically happy
for the first time in my life, and this,
too, though it was well understood
fhat we would not be able to come

Into office and power until old Re
publican machine was completely

and the new party established
on the of the old, but in accord
with the spirit of Lincoln. Ail or us
ihnnH the nromise that the "men
women" thus gathered together
"would never be abandoned." It may
be regarded as certain, according to
the thought of candid persons every-

where, that those of us who affiliated
with the new party in good faith were
iimttfied in believing, least, that
we would not be abandoned the
very center of the field when the flag
was floating high and the bugle
but sounded. But, be tnis as u may

th fact SDeaks for itself. History
will record and characterize it. As

chairman of the Missouri delegation,
l was Dresent at the passing of the
party and witnessed it with solemnity
and sadness similar in degree to the
feeling of happiness experienced at Us

birth
Here I found a political or

phan, recognizing no obligation any
narty but owing an allegiance to my

country accuruiu
science, compels me iu iuuiuU, .

ritiien somewhere and somehow.

It i obvious that the same crowd of

reactionary leaders consilium tu

works of the Republican party now as
before. In 1912 these men were forced

to steal delegates to control the Re-

publican convention, in 1916, the
Progressives having moved out, they
controlled the situation without oppo-

sition, for ail were of one accord. In

this situation it devolved upon them
to nominate a candidate who would

appear to he Progressive In order to
consummate the plan so manifestly

d to destroy the Progres-
sive party and seize, almost as by
force, its membership to be utilized in
rehabilitating the old Republican or-
ganization to the end that the Invisi-
ble government may again be secure
In its and the army of office-
holders once more be triumphantly in-

stalled in authority. In this Mr.
Hughes was introduced with much ac-
claim, not as a progressive, but as an
anti-bos- s candidate. Is it thought for
a moment that Barnes, Penrose, Crane,
Smoot and others, who controlled the
Republican convention this summer,
would accept a Progressive? If so,
then why did not Cummins or some
others of that school fare better?
Everyone who meditates upon It
knows that these men understand the
fundamental distinction lies In the
mental attitude In respect to the
rights of property and the rights of
men. The Progressives believe in the

declared mental
Mr.

men created free and equal, and
as such possessed certain in-

alienable rights, among which
thoBe of life, liberty and the
of happiness, and It is the chief
office of government to secure and
protect these. The school of
thought adheres to the old Tory doc
trine or aristocratic view that prop
erty and wealth accord a priv
ilege to the owner and a special right.
Emanating from this fundamental dis
tinction In the two schools of thought,

arises every day and hour of
existence a conflict between the rights
of humanity the hand and
those of property on the other. Mr.
Lincoln, whose spirit dominated the
Republican party at time, stood
for the rights of humanity as against
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suit Is the same, for, such a
judge be as safe and

by those interests, the
vision a narrow when regarded
from the standpoint of all the people.

it Is we find Mr. Hushes satisfac-
tory Wall Street, his men-

tal attitude with view of
big business than the Progres-
sive view that this belongs to
the neonle inhabit It. and that
they have a control
and enjoy the full measure of the
rights declared In the Declaration of

Although the for human
rights has been in the country
for several years past, the records
disclose that Hughes has not ey.en
been sufficiently interested to cast
vote for years, and though he now,

100 per cent candidate, he
favors suffrage for the women, it
appears he not sufficiently

to cast his vote in election
his on this vital of making 'up tariff fallen into

human this we
see President Wilson, the
a man whose kindly, men-

tal attitude is different from that
Mr. Hughes as was that of Abra-

ham Lincoln from men of the
of Penrose Barnes. Mr. Wil-

son always votes, and, though con-

stantly engaged with huge legisla-
tive program, and steering the
ship of state midst the flaming waves
of war on every so as to main-
tain the happiness of his country,
least found time to to his state and
give his vote on the side of
riehts toward enfranchising the wom
en of Jersey. Indeed, on
into the matter I discovered Mr.

in the Declaration Hughes' attitude to be that of
of to the effect that all the reactionary type, while Wll- -
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a progressive.
There a dual leadership In of

the old political parties. Pen
rose, Crane, Smoot and otners, wno
dominate and control the Republican
narty organization, it Is well known.
are in alliance with the big business
interests of the country, to conserve
and them at hazards,
withstanding the interests ot tne plain

On the other hand, there are
certain gentlemen in the Republican
party, such Senators Latoiieue,
Cummins, Kenyon, Clapp others,

represent Progressive view
stand, when a conflict

of interest arises between the rightB
of humanity and those of property, on
the side of the people. But the

v r ifi- - reactionary crowd controls the Re-

the doctrine of Thomas Jefferson. So publican Part an in"tru'"e?L?'
It was the Progressive platform of government, ut . "
1912 employed the names of lau vv ,'auu"'"u "

of the mentwo great friends of the people con- - high purpose
who constitute the member- -4hi ln Morw HrHno women

Such alone was the great fundamental u, "L luc '""r" k"v r "
of the Progressive movement, and the "cratic party, the Progressive and oth-m.-

t ,h ,m . inaao. on er parties. In speaking of political
Partles we Intend only the party asboss control was but a mere incident

In the fight for human rights, and this "ed as an Instrument of government;

w,,0 tho omowort .nenini intorOHt that is, through which good people are

which seek to control the govern- - affiliated together following after one
mental agencies in the of leadership or another in whatever

-- nrt -- oWpto h,n0 those leaders may lead, ac- -

rights to the second place usually at- - cording to their bent of mind. There
i ihoi. o,ia th.nn.rh !, .Mhii. f are likewise two leaderships in the

h koocoo .h onir-- TnHioi rmoi. Democratic party. Charles I. Mur- -

phy of Tammany Hall and others e

for the purpose of financial reward,
that Gov. Hughes opposed resent the same interests in the Dem- -

ocratlc party as do those first named
in the Republican party, while Presi-sive- .

reactionary rather than as a Progres- -

dent Wilson and those whoGov. Hughes vetoed the two- -

cent fare In the populous state of with him represent the Progressive
Mow Vnrlr whero more nernnna riilfl View. At me uiuiucui, uuwcvci, jl

Tention in Missouri with la- - on the ranroad8 than in any other PearB tnat tne old
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four states in Uie Union. And this, Is in control of the Republican party
dictates ts Policies and affairs,too, on mere opinion that It was con--

flscatory In that it diminished the while Mr and those who

of property, and an here to his views dominate the n

as to the fact, though cratic party; that is to say the pro- -

the rights of men women who gressive iu .u.a
paid the railroad fares were involved Party is clearly in the ascendancy and

directs the course of the party as anas well. He also vetoed the fix- -

lng the salary of women teachers who instrument of government under the
Mr. Wilson. evi- -ofleadershipperformed the like services as men.

although the matter of human rights dence of this it is necessary to do no

was Involved and the elemental pre- - '"" i -.-.

cepts of social Justice called aloud for lattve accomp ishments of Democracy

vindication. Likewise, retoed the under Mr. Wilson s leadership,
full-cre- bill in the interests of the one of the leading features of the
railroad properties, its opera-- progressive platform in 1912 was our
tlon lessened the burden of toilers demanding a revision of the cur- -

and rendered more secnre the Uvea of rency and banking laws so as to intro--

those in transportation. duce a degree of elasticity In the mat- -

In the view that It is the office of ter of our currency. Under the old
government to protect property, banking law the money was gotten
enlightened opinion of the country has out ot the treasury by men who had a
long since settled upon proposl-- certain c.naracier oi uunuw io uepuu
tlon in of an income tax, for it is therefor, under the pretext of moving

proper that one who possesses a large the a time or two eacn year, as
Income, say representing a million, a rule, some 12 to 20 New York fl- -

whetier in property or genius, should nanclers controlled the securities es- -

contribute moro to the of the sential to draw the currency from the
government which protects him in its treasury, and by this means they ac--

enjoyment than tne man oi lesser quireu toiuw ui bii. uiu"c ui
moan who realiv eniovs but a BliKht our circulating medium. Having ac- -

moii..irA nf nrotection regarded with quired this control, they would let it
nr tn h Is meaeer Dort on. Tne out as mey cuuse. n wts m un u

Congress passed and submitted to the power to either expand on contract
tat leelRlatures for ratification theJ the as they saw fit and send

income tax amendment and Gov. the prices up and down at the expense
Hi.p-ho- ent a message to left is a- - or tne wnoie people, n was aiso wnn- -

ture of his state in opposition to in their power to start a panic as they
and in this he advanced reasons com- - saw fit, and, they
monly put by the big business did start the John Smith panic at the
and reactionary crowd, William liarnes ciose oi uie n"en buiiinuuuu

The nosltlon thus as- - to crush him and to eliminate him as
sumed was In favor of property and a possible political factor of the fu- -

inimical to the rights of humanity at ture. me regressive imny uecmrcu
i.ro-- tmm uhnm the Dronosal was against the central bank idea advo- -

deslgned to lift a considerable burden cated by Aldrich and the control of

of taxation. 8o it is, we see, that Mr. the currency by the few and in favor
Hughes Bald recently in flaming of the plan. President
headlines in the Chicago TriDune, tne v uson toon iue maui-- r uy numem-loadin- g

.tandnRt Republican organ ately after his election, and through

the west, is satisfactory to Wall strenuous effortR over the unbendinp
cro vat he It from me even opposition of certain New York flnan- -

suggest that Mr. Hughes is not an clers, who had enjoyed the
honest man. The point of the matter special privilege, finally induced the
Is that even though honest, he is a Congress to enact and he signed the
creature of the environment in which federal reserve law. This, in my judg- -

hn develoned. A typical New York
lawyer, who won his way in the mart
of big business, he lives and moves
and has his being as big business lives
and moves and its being. The
same is true, on other hand, of

one who comes from the slums. is

& creature of environment, and his
mental attitude partakes those
sources by the
stances and customs surrounding
development. How frequently the
history of the country have we seen
bonest men who have the rail-

roads, for Instance, 20 years as
counsel, been elevated tne ieuenu
bench and the a case in
conrt how frequently the country ob-

serves and candid complain
that such judges, though honest, can
see clear vision the railroad's
view of the case are positively
dull to the side Involving the interests
of society as a whole. This 1b because
of environment In which one has
developed rather than from fault.
But, true, the evil re--
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ment, is the greatest piece of leglsla
tlon in favor of the business of the
country which has been written on
Ihe statute books in 50 years.

Because Mr. Wilson saw and
apprehended this situation and admin-
istered the Progressive idea in reliev
ing it, I give as one of the reasons
why I am for his

The Progressive platform declnred
In favor of a system of rural credits
which Inured to the benefit of the
farmers and those engaged in agrlcul
ture. The President persuaded Con
gress to take up the idea and to
enact It into law, and this accomplish
ment is known as the rural credits
act. The principal features of the
rural credits act provide that the
farmer msy borrow from the gov
ernment, through the regional farm
loan bank and an association near
er his home, not to exceed
ner cent the value of his land an
20 per cent of the value of his build
ings for the purpose of paying for his
home or acquiring other land or

means of utilizing It, and in no case
shall the rate of interest exceed 6 per
cent on such loans. It may be as low
as 4. 4 or 5 per cent, but not ex-

ceeding 6 per cent. I cite this as
a second reason why I favor the re-

election of President Wilson.
The Progressive platform declared,

too, for the amendment of the anti-

trust laws, and the President took up
this matter with the Congress and
urged it until the Clayton law was
passed. Because the President rec-
ognized and contended for this
fundamental principle that, labor is
a part of life, rather than a com-

modity, which principle is so essential
to the social welfare of the country,
and so humane and so kindly in its
import, I will give him my vote in No-

vember.

We Progressives declared for a tar-

iff commission in the view that the
tariff should be taken out of politics
entirely. Everyone knows that the

in state question of the had
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hands which manipulated it so as to
grant special privileges to some fa-

vored persons and inequalities to oth-
ers. The Payne-Aldri- c h tariff law was
the climax of the old grab-ba- g fashion
of making up the tariff, and it was so
obnoxious that more than one-hal- f of
the party that enacted it condemned it.
The Progressives in their platform
advanced the proposition that the
tariff should be removed from
politics entirely, in the view that
it was purely a business question;
therefore, we favored a
scientific tariff commission whlcn
should be charged with the duty of in-

vestigating the facts as to the differ
ence in the cost of production in this
country and in foreign countries, with
a view of ascertaining a true and an
equitable measure, after which the du-

ties on particular schedules might be
fashioned. The proposal did not nec-

essarily mean protection, but it meant
justice. In some cases a protective
tariff, of course, would essentially be
the result of the Investigation where
articles were produced cheaper in for-

eign countries than here because of
the lesser wages paid on the other
side than here. In other cases it might
mean no protection whatever if it
should appear that it cost more to pro-

duce particular articles in other coun-

tries than here, so their importation
might not result in beating down our
prices. The proposal was so eminent-
ly just that even the Republican party
this year has adopted it and written
it into its platform. President Wil-

son, however, was in the advance as
to this, for he declared in favor'of it
a year ago. The Democratic party,
too, has written the same proposal
into its platform, but Mr. Wilson and
his party have the advantage In point
of performance, for under his leader-
ship the Democratic party has already
enacted our Progressive tariff commis-
sion into law. And po it is, if the two

50

parties be sincere, the tariff is re-

moved entirely from the arena as a
political question and Is to be treated
In the future according to tne rrogres-siv- e

plan along the lines of intelligent
business principles. This is another
reason why I am in favor of Mr. Wil-

son, because, forsooth, he not only saw
and understood the justice of our pro-

posal, but persuaded his party to ac-

tually enact it into law.

The Progressive platform declared
tn favor of the eight-hou- r day princi
ple in continuous industries, and some

three or four different portions of that
document reflect this view. Impend
ing controversy between tne ranroaa
employes and the owners of the rail-

roads came up this summer. The men
demanded an eight-hou- r day and pay

and a half for overtime. The owners
of the railroads rejected these de
mands and proposed an arbitration.
The railroad men refused to arbitrate
and Insisted upon their right to have
an eight-hou- r day.

The President said, as the en
lightened opinion of society has set
tled the question oi an eigoi-nuu- r uaj
as right, it wasn l one ior arourauun,
but, indeed, as a matter of positive
right should never be so submitted.
Th6 owners of tne rauroaas comenueu
the whole matter should be submitted,
and their proposal amounts to the
name thine as in case one who should

violate the Sunday laws would insist
upon the matter ot arbitrating the
question in respect to this. The bet-

ter thought of the world has settled
long ago upon the proposition that it
is right to observe one nay in seven
as a holy day, and this is true, what-
ever our religiouB views may be. The
matter having been thus sanctioned
by the concurrence of public opinion,
U U establ snea as a rignt aou uicrtr
by removed from the field of discus-

sion as to propriety and likewise the
purview of arbitration, l ne rresiaeni
was clearly right, according to the
best thought of the world as to this,
and he proposed, too, that the other
matter In dispute tnat is, tne pay ior
overtime should be considered after
an investigation of the facts, not ac
cording to the opinion or eitner tne
owners of the railroads or the men.
To do this it was essential that some
investigation should be had to ascer-
tain what would appear to be a Just
r.onmensatlon for the overtime, and
how great the burden would be on the
railroads touching tnat mauer. in bo

fnr as the Presidit denied the appli-

cation of the principle of arbitration
as to the eight-hou- r day, he Btooa
squarely on the Progressive platform
and sauarcly In accord with the set
tled judgment of society throughout
the country. Hut, as no agreement
could be reached, the question was
laid before Congress, and the
charge is made that force was
used to obtain the enactment of
the President's proposal into law.
This may be answered, first, by deny
ing the fact. No force was used. The
attempt to agree having been aban-

doned, the men called a strike to go
into effect a very few days thereafter.
Thereupon the railroads issued an
embargo against receiving for trans
portation certain kinds of freight an
appalling condition was threatened.
The railroad men called the strike and
departed from Washington. They
used no force on congress and asked
no legislation touching the matter.
They simply asserted their right un
der the recognized law or tnis coun
try to quit the employment, either in
dividually or collectively, as they
chose. The President represented the
third party to the controversy; that Is,
the great general public the one hun-

dred million of Americans on whom
the blow would fall. To tlo up the
arteries of transportation thus would

entail a loss bo far reaching in its
that one may not conceive the re-

sult in the fullness of its measure. The
man who had cattle or hogs on cis
farm to ship would be required to
keep them there, ready to ship, and
feed them while he could not reach
the market. The wheat crops of the
farmer would decompose in the field.
The melon crops of southeast Mis-

souri, the cabbage crops, the peach
crops, and so, too, all of the cropt
would perish for want of means to
transport them to market. The fac-

tories would shut down because, for-

sooth, it was impossible to transport
their goods to the consumer, in tnis
situation the factories would close
down and the men in their employ be
thrown into idleness rather than to
permit the accumulation of goods
which might not be transported into
the marts of trade; and with the clos-

ing down of the factories, the banking
of the fires in the furnaces, the coal
mines would likewise suspend and the
miners unemployed, for the coal would
neither be required to generate the
heat neceHsary in propelling the ma-

chinery, nor could it be transported if
removed from the earth. The same
situation would obtain in respect tn
the products of the iron mines, the
zinc mines, and the lead mines, and
the heavy hand of disaster and ruin
would fall alike on every department
of Industry, both in the cities and the
agricultural districts of the country.

This was the situation confronting
the President, and was the viewpoint
fully conceived and apprehended by
Mr. Wilson as the presiding genius in
guiding and conserving the affairs of
a hundred million American people. In
this situation he presented the matter
to congress and requested immediate
action, and this, too, in the high spirit
of justice, for he requested only a
declaration of the eight hour principle
as an arbitrary rule which has been
accepted by the judgment of mankind
as right. The President averted the
strike and saved the country from dis-

aster and temporary ruin. I take my
stand on the side of President Wilson
and shall lift my voice in his defense.

The situation presented was extra
ordinary in character. The remedy
applied to avert such a threatened dis-

aster was, in my Judgment, not only
appropriate and Just, but it in no sense
partakes of the character of legisla-
tion forced by anyone.

However, it is important in consid-

ering this matter to look at the rec-

ords as to how the law was passed.
In the house of representatives there
were 78 Republicans, including ex- -

Speaker Cannon, who voted for the
bill and only 56 votes were against it.
These men go before the people of the
country every two years for election,
and they knew the proposal was Just;
they therefore voted, without regard
to party lines, in favor of the Presi-
dent's proposition. But, when the bill
came Into the senate, where the mem
bers are elected every six years,
somewhat different situation was pre-

sented. It was sought to raise a po
litical issue in order to aid in the
shaking down of a large campaign
fund and rehabilitate, If possible, the
old Republican machine which at all
times represents the invisible govern
meot behind the scenes. We find in
the Senate but two Democratic sena
tors (neither of these are from Mis
souri), voting against the proposal
The President's party, save two sen
ators, supported it; but, on looking
over the vote of the Republican sena
tors It is different. We see Senator
La Follette only, the splendid old Pro
gressive from Wisconsin, who has
never faltered but always stands for
the Progressive policies, voting with
the Democrats for President Wilson's
nroDO-sa- l and aiding In Its passage,
Over against this there Is the bevy of
old reactionary Benators headed by
Penrose and Gallinger, and

with them are such men as Borah,
Grona, Cummins, Kenyon and Clapp
who ordinarily are Progressives, fol
lowing the leadership of Penrose and
Gallinger In their alignment on the
side of property, rather than on th
side of humanity, for they voted
against the law.

The Progressive platform of 191

declared in favor of a child labor law
and the kind heart of Mr. ilson wa
touched by this matter so that he, too
accepted the Progressive view as to
it. Do you know that there are tw
million little children employed In this
country, In the mills and the factories
and the mines, at a very slight wage
but they render a service to their em
nlovers which yields an enormou
profit because the labor Is so much
cheaper than that or adult laoor: uv
cause of this, certain Interests desire
to exploit the labor of little children
and this. too. notwithstanding the re
suit entailed upon the child Itself,
Every thoughtful person understand
that the child and youthful person ex
noses himself or herself to dange
frequently In a thoughtless manner
merely because thoughtlessness and
Indescretion are incident to child life.
In other words, a mature person may
be able to protect himself against
thoughtless acts and conduct, where-
as, a mere child will encounter dangers
through thoughtlessness because such
Is inherent in the child and cannot be
obviated. It is the high duty of gov
ernment to interpose In the protection
of innocence snd helplessness. Little
children toiling in the factories, and
the mills, and the mines, frequently
lose their little hands; their little
legs; their little eyes. Their little
lives are crushed out; because, for-

sooth, in the very web and woof of
their being there exists that indiscre-
tion which they are helpless to with-

stand. The President persuaded the
Democratic leaders that the voice
of justice called for its enactment
and having persuaded, he induced
them to place it upon the cal-

endar and carry it into the law, which
was done, and he signed it. As for
me. his splendid, high progressive and
humane attitude on this matter alone
would compel me, and ought to compel
all true Progressives, to vote for him
in November.

This splendid legislative accomplish
ment, finding its source largely in the
Progressive platform, ought to Induce
the votes of sincere Progressives
everywhere.

The attitude of President Wilson's
mind is disclosed beyond question to
be that of a Progressive, who, in every
conflict between property and human
ity, Btands first on the side of human
rights, while the mental attitude of
Mr. Hughes, as disclosed by bis offl

clal acts, reveals equally as clearly
that he takes his posi'.lon on the side1
of large property, where the conflict j

occurs, in preference to that or nu--

manity.
Much has been said touching the

President's foreign policy. There were
times when I was somewhat uneasy
and thought things were moving too
slowly, but the President was engaged
in keeping us out of war. In so far a3
the foreign policy as to Germany is
concerned, the President won his
point. The submarine warfare was
finally discontinued, ar.d I am free to
acknowledge that whatever I may
have thought on the subject, I was
wrong and the President was right.
He steered the Ship of State saf.-l- y

'hrough, kept us out of war with Ger-

many, and preserved the peace wi n.

honor. The only way we may siy
whether or not we have been dishen-hore- d

and as to whether we hang our
heads in shame, as Mr. Hughes say.,
is to consult our own consciences
touching the matter. I believe I am
an average citizen. I feel no dishonor
in the least from the fact that ny
country has enjoyed profound peaei
while the larger portion of the woild
was at war. It was said that soine
of the Germans who sympathize, as is
proper enough, with the Fatheriaen.
feel unkindly toward President Wil-

son, and why so Is something more
than I could understand. It America
had become involved in war with Ger-

many, as many would have us, this
fact alone, added, to the present situ-

ation, would certainly overwhelm ani
crush the German empire. It Is di

to President Wilson alone and his hieti
and noble efforts to keep us at peace
that we have not been plunged into
war with Germany, and for this rea-

son every German sympathizer should
feel grateful to bim. But this matter
Is beside the case for a satisfactory
agreement appears to have been reach. '

ed between the administration ana
ermany as to the submarine warfare
nd It has ceased.

Much is said of the Mexican situa
tion. When the facts concerned arts
analyzed it seems to me to be pre
posterous to talk about our mterven- -

lon there.
President Wilson has sought to ke"P

this country at peace with Mexico, and
as sought at the same time not to

Interfere with the rights of the Mexi-

can people, to overthrow the govern- -

ent which exploits them ana to e.-t--

iblish a new constitutional govern
ment which will insure them the pro
tection of property and the fullest
measure of life, liberty and the pur- -

uit of happiness. Certain large inter- -

ests in this country have for a few--

paltry thousands of dollars acquired
concessions and property rights in
Mexico, and these insist upon our gov-

ernment intervening there to protect
heir property. President Wilsri

has justly assumed the Progre --

sive side, for he says he will not de" r

the right of the Mexican people
revolution with a view of throwing cf

n oppressive government and estaa-shin- e

one on constitutional lines in
favor of the whole. I fully agree with
his position. But it is said tin t
the President should have recog-
nized Huerta. Huerta was the gen
eral of the constitutionalists in
the army, and under the laws of Mex-

ico he succeeded to the presidency on
the death of the President and ice--
President. It stands conceded tnnt
Huerta occasioned the assasslnat'oti
and the murder of those between him-

self and the presidency so he could
succeed to the office. This being true.
President Wilson declined, as the rep
resentative of a hundred million God
fearing people here, to recognize him.
He felt such a course to be an immoral
one and not representative of the hlgU
and holy thought of hi! country. It
this I agree. But, it is said, havir.-- ;

sent the fleet to Vera Cruz to enfon n
a salute of our flag, he humiliated ui
In withdrawing it without enforeir x

the salute. When the facts are exam
ined it seems to me that this Is almo. t
ridiculous.

Much complaint is made as to the
bandit raids across our borders. These
bandits are not representing the Mex-

ican government in their raids, but
rather they are representing theii-selv- es

as our bandits In Missouri th
James boys, and the Youngers, an I

others did after the war. Wherever
a condition of war obtains, as in Mex-

ico, the rules of conduct and law and
order are ipso facto suspended so that
vicious characters may rule with a
high hand. We know this from our
own experience in this state. We
know that after the Civil War was
settled for nearly 25 years we were
infested with bandits here, who ma-

rauded generally,' robbing banks end
trains, and all the powers of the state
of Missouri, though often emplcv d.
were unable to suppress them. Th
are the conditions that obtain in Mex-

ico. It Is certain that President Wilson
has had more difficult problems to con-

front him, and with which to ('oil.
than any President we have ever ! "d
from the days of Washington until "he
present time, save Mr. Lincoln alone.
Notwithstanding this, he has steered
the Ship of State safely mid the tur
moil of the warring nations of the
world, and has kept us at peace.

There are but two sides to this iues--

tion. Mr. Wilson and his party stands
for peace. Those who take the other
side essentially stand for the only op-

posite, and that Is war, or interven-
tion In Mexico, which means war.

Tonight we have the family circle In
tact. There Is around the table the fa
ther, the mother, the three sons and the
two daughters. If we are drawn In'o
a conflict ot arms with Mexico or rnv
other country it means that our proud
and best young men are called to th
front to perform military service, "l
It means, too, that some of them wi'l
return home with one arm, some with
one limb, some will return home blind
ed and crippled for life; others nw
returned home In their caskets to br
burled and to receive the last rad
rites to be performed by neighbor
and friends, while others are never
seen again by the parents who have
brought them Into life, fondled then
in childhood, and developed them in'o
vigorous young men to go forward
and perform the citizenship ot tl.e
future.

So far as I am concerned, I sta'-.- J

for the policies of Mr. Wilson, !u
has preserved the peace, and will co v
tinue to preserve the peace, and may
the God who blesses the Peacemaker
bless him and Insure his lo.i iu
November.


